FEAR A CONSTANT ELEMENT IN ANIMISM
we have computed how many years elapse before the light emitted by the nearest stars reaches our system;   we have displaced the earth from its old position in primitive thought as the centre of the universe; we have dethroned the sun as an orb   of   the   first   magnitude, and made   some approach to knowledge of the distribution in space of his millions of fellow suns.     Our telescopes have swept the skies, and found no ascending or descending angels there.    But we have given to the feeling of wonder legitimate and larger play. To the countless generations who could not know into what heritage we, their remote descendants, should enter, all was as vague as it was vast.    Having once conceived of objects as informed by something corresponding to m'an's life and will, realizing therein that there was a distinction between the thing moved and the something that moved it, the idea of a twofold, a seen and unseen, must arise.   And in that idea was the germ of the SUPERNATURAL, which itself had impetus in the fact borne in upon man that he was at the  mercy of powers  stronger  than himself, that crossed his path, that thwarted his schemes,  and played havoc with anything to which   he   clung.   For so  long as   affairs   ran
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